


WAIT FOR IT.
Patience is everything when it comes to
photographing animals. You can have all the
talent in the world, but if you don't have
patience, photographing your dog will be very
difficult. I encourage you to ask your dog nicely
to pose for you, and once they have done what
you've asked, WAIT. Wait for the moments they
are willing to give to you without asking. Watch
what they do, and capture what feels good.

THE STORY IS IN THE DETAILS.
While creating a portrait that viewers can feel
connected to is important, photographs that
capture the details you love will help to tell a
story that you can feel connected to. The details
are moments in between poses, they are tiny
glimpses of your dog doing things unique to him.
The details are the messages our dogs leave with
us to help us remember them. The details tell
their story.

PLAY WITH LIGHT.
The light in your photographs will make or break
your images. In my experience, the best way to
understand light is to play with it. Watch how the
light changes as you move around it. Watch how
it changes as it moves around you. Discover how
you can change the light simply by using the
things around you as filters. A tree or tall grasses
can give you shade and patterns that bring
texture to your photos. Study everything, and the
possibilities will be infinite.

CHANGE PERSPECTIVE.
Once you've found the light and your dog is
comfortable in front of the camera, start
experimenting with the angles you photograph
from. Go high, go low, go REALLY low. Ask your
dog to change their perspective as well. Have
them lie down or stand over you. Have fun with
it, and break your treats into smaller pieces so
you can try out more ideas.



Now that you know some of my secrets to capturing
soulful portraits of the animals we love, I hope you
have fun photographing your pet around your home. 
 
If you're ready to chat about having the story of the
connection you have with your pet captured in
photographs, let's connect via email.
I'm happy to help!                              

Marika
marika@dirtiedogphotography.com


