
Welcome

Client Guide

T H E I R  S T O R Y  I S  W O R T H  T E L L I N G

How to prepare for an incredible experience

captur ing your dog's  story with Dirt ie Dog Photography.



“Every 
great love 
starts with 
a great 
story...” 
―   N I C H O L A S  S P A R K S ,

  T H E  N O T E B O O K
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A note 
from 
Marika
I am SO HAPPY you are here, and that you 

have decided it is time to celebrate your 

dog's story through portraits. It's always 

difficult for me to find the words to 

describe just how inspiring it is to learn 

about the life you and your dog have 

together. It's the fuel that keeps me 

creating, and I am eternally grateful that 

you have chosen to share your story with 

me. 

I can't wait to get started, but I wanted to be 

sure to provide you with some great information 

about what to expect and how to prepare for 

your session. All of the tips within this guide are 

based off of years of experience working with 

wonderful people and the pets they love. 

 

If you have any questions at any time, please do 

not hesitate to get in touch!

 

I can't wait to capture your dog's story!

 

- Marika 

 

marika@dirtiedogphotography.com

(360) 941-3588

“There is no greater power on 

this earth than story.” 

― Libba Bray, The Diviners



Best In 
Show
How to prepare your pup to look their 

best for their portrait session.

Okay, I'll be honest. You don't have to 

give your dog a bath before their 

session. If you prefer to have your dog 

in their natural state of dirtball, then 

we will capture them that way. I do 

recommend, though, that if you notice 

anything in their fur or on their face 

that might bother you in photographs, 

please take care of it before we begin 

capturing portraits. A few things to 

look out for on the grooming front:

 

- Wild hairs that cover their eyes

- Tear stains on their face

- Slobber stains on their face

- Matted fur

- Large tufts of undercoat

 

Whether you let your groomer take 

care of these things for you, or you do 

it yourself, ensuring that your dog is 

ready to shine on their session day will 

help make for an amazing experience.

 

N O M A D I C   |   2 4



Beyond the 
bath

Preparing your dog's appearance isn't the only 

thing to think about before your session. 

Although your dog DOES NOT HAVE TO BE 

TRAINED to have wonderful portraits captured, 

it definitely helps if they know how to follow a 

few basic commands.

At the very least, one of the best things you can 

do to help make your dog a little more 

cooperative is to exercise them before their 

session. 

 

If you'd like to step it up a notch, practicing 

basic commands such as sit, stay, and lie down 

will help to create a wonderful variety of 

portraits. 

 

Want to take it even further? You can practice 

having your dog sit or stand on different 

surfaces such as large rocks, logs or even 

furniture that you're okay with them being on.

Things to do to prepare your dog for their 

portrait session.



"When a person smiles, they feel better.
When a dog smiles, everyone feels better."

M A R I K A  M O F F I T T



For the 
dogs.

The absolute most important thing you will need 

to bring along to your dog's session (besides 

your dog) is your excitement for and trust in the 

fact that we are about to create something 

beautiful. 

 

Beyond that, here are a few things you 

might consider bringing to help make your 

dog's personality shine.

Favorite collar and leash.  Neutral colored 

collars and leashes are best, but if you don't 

have any, I'll have several leashes on hand just 

in case we need options.

 

Favorite treats. I'll bring simple training treats 

along, but it doesn't hurt for you to bring what 

your dog is used to, especially if they have any 

dietary restrictions.

 

Favorite toys. Even if it's something ridiculous, 

capturing a portrait of your best friend with 

their favorite thing makes for an unforgettable 

portrait that will leave you smiling.

 

Favorite accessories. If you have any 

"wearables" you'd like included, make sure to 

pack them for your dog's session. I always have 

several bow ties on hand just in case you 

forget! 

 

What to bring for your dog's portrait 

session.



Joining in 
on the fun.
 

 

 

Not all clients want to be featured in portraits 

with their dogs, and that's totally okay. Your 

dog's session is about their story. You are part 

of their story, so if you want to be in some 

portraits, I am happy to capture your 

relationship. If you're considering being 

photographed with your dog, deciding what to 

wear is important, but doesn't have to be 

stressful.

Here are things to think about when choosing 

what to wear for your dog's session:

 

Wear what you love. If you feel great in it, 

you'll like how you look in portraits. It's that 

simple.

 

Wear what you're comfortable in. You'll be 

moving around a lot during your dog's session, 

so wearing clothes and shoes that keep you 

comfortable is going to be a lifesaver. 

 

Keep the focus on what's important. 

Distracting logos, colors and patterns can take 

attention away from what we are trying to 

capture. Sometimes patterns work well, so if 

you're ever in doubt about your selection, feel 

free to email a photo and I'll be happy to help 

you make a final decision!

 

 

What to wear for your dog's portrait 

session.



Things 
might get 
wild.
 

 

When it comes to what you can expect for your 

dog's portrait session, there is one thing that is 

for sure. Things might get wild. 

 

As in, your dog might be the silliest they've ever 

been. Or, they might not be on their best 

behavior. Or, they might suddenly forget every 

trick or command you've ever taught them. 

 

All of this is okay. They're still the dog you love.

 In all my years of working with animals, the 

most important thing I have learned is to be 

patient. Above anything else, patience is the 

most important part of the work I do. 

 

Being patient and ensuring that your dog's 

safety is number one, are why you can trust that 

your dog's portrait session is going to be 

amazing. 

 

 

"With love and patience, nothing 

is impossible."

 - Daisaku Ikeda

What to expect for your dog's portrait 

session.

*One thing that I find helps, especially if you have 

more than one dog, is to bring along a partner or 

friend to help with handling during your session.



HOME
WHEN THERE'S NO PLACE L IKE - Choose which areas of your home you would like 

to include in photographs, and tidy them up 

before the session starts

- If you opt for a studio-style session, the best 

room to set up in will be the one with the most 

open space. 

- If you have a backyard where you'd like to have 

portraits taken, removing any large distractions 

(garbage bins, tarps, brightly colored objects, etc) 

will help to create more room for your dog to be 

themselves (and for me to capture them). 
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I know that not all dogs are able to go on big 

outdoor adventures. However, this doesn't mean 

we can't create incredible portraits of them. 

 

My favorite place to photograph dogs is where 

they love to be, so if that means your dog is 

happiest at home or in their own backyard, then 

that's where we will photograph them.

 

If you decide that an at-home session is perfect 

for you, I definitely recommend doing the 

following things to ensure that you love the way 

your dog and your home look in your portraits:

 

Things to think about when your dog's session 

will take place at home.



“I think dogs are the most amazing creatures; 
they give unconditional love. For me, they are 

the role model for being alive.”

–  G I L D A  R A D N E R



BIG
ENVISION YOUR PORTRAITS When thinking about wall art, I want you to think 

BIG. By that, I mean, get out your measuring tape 

and measure the walls where you want to hang 

your portraits. How big can you go? Is it bigger 

than you imagined? 

 

Whether you decide to fill your walls with single 

pieces or groupings, having an idea of what you 

can do will help you immensely during the ordering 

process.
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Even if you haven't yet decided how you're going 

to enjoy your dog's portraits, it's a great idea to 

look around your home at the possibilities for wall 

art, tabletop displays and even gift ideas for loved 

ones. 

 

Start seeing the possibilities of how you're 

going to enjoy the beautiful portraits we 

create.



What 
if _______?
 

 

It's possible that you will have more 

questions about things after reading 

through this guide. Please feel free to ask 

me anything you feel you need to know, 

and I will be happy to assist you!

Here are some common questions that come up 

before portrait sessions:

 

What if the weather is bad? My rule is 

that if it's raining (or hailing or a blizzard) 

or extremely windy, we reschedule. I keep a 

close watch on the weather, so you can be 

sure we will have a backup plan.

 

What if my dog can't be off leash? Almost 

every dog I photograph outdoors, has their 

leash on at all times. I remove their leashes 

during post processing for images that are 

purchased.

 

What if one of us is sick? If you or your 

dog are sick, give me a call right away, and 

we will see about rescheduling. If I'm sick 

to the point that I am unable to do my job, I 

will let you know as soon as possible. 

 

Other things to think about before your 

dog's portrait session.



-  R O B E R T  W A G N E R

"A dog will teach you unconditional love. 
If you can have that in your life, things 

won't be too bad."

WWW.DIRTIEDOGPHOTOGRAPHY.COM


